
An explanation and quiz about the application
of rules that determine face off locationsof rules that determine face-off locations.
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Face-Off Locations

Face-offs shall only occur at one of the 9 face-off dots.

Rule 10.2 refers.
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Face-Off Locations – 9 Possibilities Only!

1 2 3 41 2 3 41 2 3 4

99
5 6 7 85 6 7 85 6 7 8
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Reference: Rule 10.2 (g) – Referee’s Case Book p126



Face-Off Locations

When a defending player causes a

stoppage of play while the puck is in

that player’s defending zone the face-p y g

off shall occur at the nearest end

f ff ( l h izone face-off spot (unless otherwise

covered in the rules).

Reference: Rule 10.2 (h) – Referee’s Case Book p126.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck shot out of bounds. 
Defending team caused stoppageDefending team caused stoppage.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0
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Face-Off Locations

When play is stopped in an end zone

and neither team is solely responsible

for the stoppage the face-off shall

occur at the nearest end zone face-off

spot (unless otherwise covered in thespot (unless otherwise covered in the

rules).

References: Rule 10.2 (f) – Referee’s case Book page 126.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck unplayable (frozen). No team is 
solely responsible for the stoppagesolely responsible for the stoppage...
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0
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Face-Off Locations

When play is stopped in the neutral zone and neither team is

solely responsible for the stoppage the face-off shall occur at

the nearest neutral zone face-off spot (excluding centre ice),p ( g ),

unless otherwise covered in the rules.

References: Rule 10.2 (g), Referee’s Case Book page 126.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck unplayable (frozen). No team is 
solely responsible for the stoppagesolely responsible for the stoppage.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

When one team is solely responsible for a stoppage of play

while the puck is in the neutral zone or because the puck

has gone out of bounds from the neutral zone the face-offhas gone out of bounds from the neutral zone, the face off

shall occur at one of the two neutral zone face-off spots

near the offending team’s defending blue line.

References: Rules 10.2 (f), (g) & (h), Referee’s Case Book page 126
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck shot out of bounds from the neutral zone. 
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Hand pass in the neutral zone.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Face-off Locations 1st Edition 2010 17



…When Off-Side is Called…
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

IfIf OFFOFF--SIDESIDE isis calledcalled whenwhen aa teamteam CARRIESCARRIES thethe puckpuck

acrossacross theirtheir attackingattacking blueblue line,line, thethe resultingresulting faceface--offoff willwill

taketake placeplace atat thethe nearestnearest neutralneutral zonezone faceface offoff spotspottaketake placeplace atat thethe nearestnearest neutralneutral zonezone faceface--offoff spotspot..
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck CARRIED across the 
blue line…Off-side called…blue line…Off side called…
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck CARRIED across the 
blue line…Off-side called…blue line…Off side called…
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

IfIf OFFOFF--SIDESIDE isis calledcalled whenwhen aa teamteam SHOOTSSHOOTS oror PASSESPASSES

thethe puckpuck acrossacross theirtheir attackingattacking blueblue line,line, thethe resultingresulting faceface--

ffff illill kk ll ff hh ll ff ffffoffoff willwill taketake placeplace atat oneone ofof thethe neutralneutral zonezone faceface--offoff spotsspots

nearnear thethe offendingoffending team’steam’s defendingdefending blueblue lineline..
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck SHOT into the attacking zone…delayed 
off-side signalled…off-side eventually called.off side signalled…off side eventually called.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck SHOT into the attacking zone…delayed 
off-side signalled…off-side eventually called.off side signalled…off side eventually called.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck PASSED to teammate…Off-side called.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck PASSED to teammate…Off-side called.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

“Stretch” pass into end zone.
Recipient is off sideRecipient is off-side…
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

1. 0

“Stretch” pass into end zone.
Recipient is off sideRecipient is off-side…
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

IfIf OFFOFF--SIDESIDE isis calledcalled whenwhen aa teamteam SHOOTSSHOOTS oror PASSESPASSES

thethe puckpuck acrossacross theirtheir attackingattacking blueblue line,line, thethe resultingresulting faceface--

ffff illill kk ll ff hh ll ff ffffoffoff willwill taketake placeplace atat oneone ofof thethe neutralneutral zonezone faceface--offoff spotsspots

nearnear thethe offendingoffending team’steam’s defendingdefending blueblue lineline..
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

NEW Interpretation / Exception to the Rule

If off-side occurs due to a pass or shoot-in and the

offending team has CARRIED the puck to or beyond the

neutral zone face-off dots adjacent to their attacking blue

line before making the pass or shoot-in, then the ensuing

face off occurs at one of the neutral zone face off dotsface-off occurs at one of the neutral zone face-off dots

nearest to the offending team’s attacking blue line.
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck carried to this line “Gain the Dot – Keep the Dot”
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Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck carried to attacking dots thenPuck carried to attacking dots then 
passed resulting in off-side call.

Face-off Locations 1st Edition 2010 32



Neutral Zone Face-Off Locations

Puck carried to attacking dots thenPuck carried to attacking dots then 
passed resulting in off-side call.

“Gain the Dot – Keep the Dot”

ee

Drop here

Drop here
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…When puck strikes an official

and goes out of bounds…
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Face-Off Locations

If the puck goes out of bounds off an official located in an

end zone, the face-off occurs at the end zone face-off spot

nearest to the place where the official was struck by thep y

puck.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck goes out of bounds off an official.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0
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Face-Off Locations

If the puck goes out of bounds off an official positioned in

the neutral zone, the face-off occurs at the neutral zone

face-off spot (excluding centre ice) nearest to the placep ( g ) p

where the official was struck by the puck.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Puck goes out of bounds off an official.
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Face-Off Locations

1. 0

Drop here
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Face-Offs

The End.
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HCOP News Quiz

1. The 3 official system is in use. The Referee stops play
when the net in “Big Linesman’s” end is dislodgedwhen the net in Big Linesman s end is dislodged.
Circle the official that will retrieve the puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

1. The 3 official system is in use. The Referee stops play
when the net in “Big Linesman’s” end is dislodgedwhen the net in Big Linesman s end is dislodged.
Circle the official that will retrieve the puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

2.  The 3 official system is in use. Circle the official that 
retrieves the puck after the goal is scoredretrieves the puck after the goal is scored.
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HCOP News Quiz

2.  The 3 official system is in use. Circle the official that 
retrieves the puck after the goal is scoredretrieves the puck after the goal is scored.
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HCOP News Quiz

3. The 3 official system is in use. “Big Linesman” stops
play when the puck goes out of bounds in his endplay when the puck goes out of bounds in his end.
Circle the official that will get the replacement puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

3. The 3 official system is in use. “Big Linesman” stops
play when the puck goes out of bounds in his endplay when the puck goes out of bounds in his end.
Circle the official that will get the replacement puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

4.  The 2 official system is in use. Off-side is called at the 
blue line by “Big Ref” Circle the official that retrievesblue line by Big Ref . Circle the official that retrieves 
the puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

4.  The 2 official system is in use. Off-side is called at the 
blue line by “Big Ref” Circle the official that retrievesblue line by Big Ref . Circle the official that retrieves 
the puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

5.  The 2 official system is in use. “Big Ref” calls a penalty. 
Circle the official that will conduct the ensuing face offCircle the official that will conduct the ensuing face-off.
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HCOP News Quiz

5.  The 2 official system is in use. “Big Ref” calls a penalty. 
Circle the official that will conduct the ensuing face offCircle the official that will conduct the ensuing face-off.
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HCOP News Quiz

6.  Circle the location of the ensuing face-off.

“Off-side!”
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HCOP News Quiz

6.  Circle the location of the ensuing face-off.

“Off-side!”
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HCOP News Quiz

7.  The 3 official system is in use. The Referee stops play 
when the net in “Big Linesman’s” end is dislodgedwhen the net in Big Linesman s  end is dislodged. 
Circle the official that will fix the net & retrieve the puck.
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HCOP News Quiz

7.  The 3 official system is in use. The Referee stops play 
when the net in “Big Linesman’s” end is dislodgedwhen the net in Big Linesman s  end is dislodged. 
Circle the official that will fix the net & retrieve the puck.
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For more information contact
Steve Wallace

T h i l Di t f Offi i tiTechnical Director of Officiating
Greater Toronto Hockey League

tdo@gthlcanada com or (647)444 4845
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tdo@gthlcanada.com or (647)444-4845


